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An i}lriahﬂma woman sued a dnctor be~ '
cause her newborn daughter suffered al-
The jury sided
with the doctor. The dﬁctnr s lawyer said
they couldn’t have won the case without

leged medical nepligence.

the hushand’s vldentap@ of the Waman
giving birth.

But now doctors, Ewspltals dnd insur-

" anm., companies are banning some video-

Laping during childbirth and nther medi-

~cal procedures,

The Harvard Medical Study eqnmat% :
nat 80,000 to 300,000 Americans die or

are injured every year as a result of med-

ival mistakes. An American Medical Asso-
-~ Clation report last fall put the figure even

higher, with 8 million killed or hurt in hog-
pitals alone at a cost of $200 billion.

St. Johns Hospital in Smithtown, N.Y., |
wag cited by the state for substandard'

are, and Newsday covered the stor y, 1

mparteci July 27, “More than 100 peopie _

cabled to tell stories. Scores of others who

contacted Nawqday since the hospItal was

: p1 actice insurance company’s
agement agents is to “keep physicians ouf
of trouble.” Obstetricians ave advised to
consider the risk before allowmg came-

eras into the tieliVi‘l"V room. '

described a daily
dized their recovery
and caused addi-

‘tional
suffering.”

video equipment.
The pr imary goal of a uwchc.:tl mal-

tht about our 11:31{‘? n 1%?' Colura—

do’s largest insurer of phvmmans res
. cewed more theuﬁ 4 {}l}{} mc1dﬂnt repm tq :’ o

| under " state':_
_mumtmrmg May 28

With this many |
4 “bad outcomes,” 1
. am shocked that the
‘@ medical community

itk aebeainiodt  and 1S Insurers he-
: Juave mtmnb Wmﬂd a}}nw & ban on use ot L

risk-man-

:f','that could have resulted in iawsuxts‘ The

insurance company, COPIC (originally

Colorado Physicians Insurance Co.), is a
toll of md1gmt1es
Lhey sav jeopar-

profit-sharing enterprise created by and
for physicians. Such physician-owned in-

© surers mean lower malpractwa rates
~ and, of course, profit sharing.
stress and

In 1997, 83,434 cases were fil ed in Colo-

| rado courtt:, wﬂh only 171 claiming medi-
cal negligence or malpractice, Only 63
plaintitf verdicts have boen rendered since
- 1983 in medical cases. Risk rnanagement
must be a very rewarding Cageer,

The push to ban videos for an mdufétry

‘that needs no further protection is unjusti-
 fiable. Videos bring the fruest record to a
 courtroom, ensuring swift Jumtice, S0 true
that perhaps a physician wiil concede a
_ mistake and settle fairly to ;{eep the case

from going to a jury. Medical lawsuits
aren't brought by greecly vietims, but by
 stingy insurance companies rrafusmg tn ac-
. Jmowledge incidents ocur. b

4, American medicing hds no fedel*al
-wersears tmiy undermnd 2l and under



